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What are the District’s 
current considerations for 
2020-2021 back-to-school? 

Schedules – Schedules for students in grades K-8 allow 
for a daily presence on campus. Smaller classes have 
been developed; rooms are being set with specific 
measures for social distancing, and movement 
between rooms is more restricted. 

Schedules for students in grades 6-8 limit classroom 
switches and do not include locker use throughout the 
day. Social distancing measures relative to the size of 
each room are in place, and classes will primarily be 
held on the first  floor of the main building. 

Schedules for students in grades 9-12, with certain 
exceptions, allow for a daily presence on campus. 
Classes are planned with a limited number of students 
with social distancing measures relative to the size of 
the room. 9-12 students will primarily be within the 
second floor of the building throughout the school day. 

Students attending a BOCES CTE program (11th and 
12th graders going to the Herkimer BOCES Gros Blvd 
complex) will have a much different schedule to 
accommodate shared equipment. Juniors will attend 
CTE full days on Mondays and Tuesdays. Seniors will 
attend CTE full days on Thursdays and Fridays. The 3 
days students are not at CTE will be scheduled days of 
learning at PCS.

Attendance – Schools are required to accurately report 
daily attendance. To meet this need, attendance will be 
taken daily for students in grades K-5 and taken at the 
start of each class for students in grades 6-12. If 
instruction moves to a virtual model, students would 
continue to follow their daily schedule, and attendance 
would be taken during the scheduled class time, each 
day and session the class would normally meet on 
campus.

Health and Safety – Screening protocols for students 
will be part of a daily routine. The District will make PPE 
and face covering available to its students, faculty and 
staff. When on-site screening suggests COVID-19 
symptoms are present, with no other explanation, 
further evaluation will be needed off site. If the District 
is notified that a student or staff member has tested 
positive for COVID-19, we will work closely with 
Herkimer County Department of Health and implement 
protocols for contact tracing and notification.

Posters and signs will be placed in various, conspicuous 
locations to give directions about social distancing, 
hand hygiene, face coverings, and COVID-19 symptoms. 
The HVAC work currently being completed in the 
Cafeteria included a plan for handwashing sinks for 
student use within the dining area that have become a 
greater need than anticipated at design time.

Transportation and Facilities – The number of students 
on a route at one time will be limited. Only members of 
the same family may share a bus seat; all students will 
wear masks. To accomplish this end, we anticipate 
changes to the number of routes.

Facilities will be cleaned daily. Surfaces, such as door 
handles or shared desks, will be cleaned throughout the 
school day.

The cafeteria will not be a site able to accommodate all 
students. Other areas of the building and classrooms 
will be used to accommodate the lunch program. We 
expect most grade levels will receive a grab-and-go 
lunch to be consumed where social distancing is very 
well defined. We expect to implement a breakfast 
model for most or all students which would include the 
District providing a breakfast to be consumed at home.

Overview
This document addresses important areas for students, families, school and district staff specialists, and our 
contracted school partners. The brief summaries are shared to empower stakeholders with initial information 
to plan for a return to school. The District continues to receive daily guidance and clarification about best 
procedures from state and local officials and agencies. We encourage our families and employees to recognize 
the plan as fluid and responsive to new regulations and guidance, safety and wellness, teaching and learning. 


